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Yearbook of 1942, describing the properties just before the
Japanese invasion, stated:
The present equipment consists of five blast furnaces, necessary sin-
tering plant and refinery, concentration plant and various mining
equipment. A mill with a capacity of 800 to 1,000 tons per day
commenced work early in 1940. Hydroelectric plants have been
erected at Mansam and Konnyaung. The ore body is sittiated in
the center of a big hilL A main shaft has been sunk ami is con-
nected with the Chinaman Tunnel level. The length of the Tiger
Tunnel is 7,250 feet.3
Lead and silver were sent out as pigs, in refined form. The
ore-dressing" mill used the flotation process to separate lead
from zinc, after which the former was smelted locally and the
latter exported to Belgium or elsewhere for refining.
The Bawdwin Mine itself had 15 "levels" over 100 feet
apart, with innumerable galleries leading* off from the main
shafts. Tiger Tunnel enters the mountainside on level six, and
travels about 6,000 feet before entering" the ore body, continu-
ing" for about 1,000 feet more. It has a double-track, electric
railway. Ore from lower levels was brought up by huge electric
lifts, while ore from higher levels reached level six through
chutes.
Gurkhas and Indians formed about 2,000 of the 3,000 un-
derground workers, while Sino-Shans and Chinese were the
remainder. The workers in the smelters and dressing plant
were a polyglot group, Oriyas and other Indians predominating1.
The company provided hospital, shopping facilities, and recrea-
tion facilities to attract and hold a labor force in this remote
corner of a strange land. The prevailing winds blew the poi-
sonous fumes of the smelter back onto the hills which were com-
pletely devoid of vegetation, perhaps further depressing* the
spirits of homesick workers. It will be noted that Burmans
and even Shans were an insignificant part of the labor force.
After reaching Naniyao via the narrow-gauge company rail-
way the ore had a 600-mile journey to Rangoon, whence it was
exported. This long haul provided the Burma Railways with
a highly dependable and important source of revenue*
* Mimny Yearbook, 1942*